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35 USC 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Heydon (5353560) in view of Frobosilo et al (5687538) and Liss (5956916). Heydon 

discloses an apparatus for supporting a plurality of joist, figure 8. The apparatus 

comprising: 

• A joist rim having 

o A web 46 

o First and second rim legs 48 

• At least one opening through the web; see figure 7 

• A joist attachment tab 58 integrally formed in the web adjacent each said 
opening; each of the tabs 58 extending from the web at an angle relative 
to the web 

• The angle between each tab and the web is 90 degrees 

• Each joist attachment tabs 58 has a plurality of fastener holes there 
through 60 

• Fastener holes 53 in the first and second legs 

• Fastener holes 51 in the webs 
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Heydon clearly show openings through the web but not specifically disclose the 
same as does the joist 9 of Liss. The joist of Liss includes a tab and an opening 1 1 
through the web. Specifically the tab comprises a portion of the web bent outward from 
another portion of the web at an angle. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify Heydon to include the opening through the web providing a 
convenient means to form the tab while strengthening the structure of the web as shown 
by Liss. 

Heydon lacks the reinforcing rib corresponding to each of the tabs and provided 
in each said web adjacent said corresponding tab. Frosbosilo et al discloses a joist with 
reinforcement ribs 74a/76/78 adjacent the opening 60. Frosbosilo et al includes at least 
one other reinforcing rib 74a adjacent each opening. The reinforcing ribs comprise 
indentations that are embossed on a surface of the web. See column 5, lines 10-45. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Heydon to include 
the ribs adjacent the openings 60 to improve the resistance to stress distortion and 
torsional stress distortion as taught by Frobosilo et al. With the vertical ribs added, the 
vertical surface of the rib would be parallel to the tab. 

RESPONSE TO ARGUMENTS 
Applicant's arguments are moot in view of the new ground of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chapman E Jeanette whose telephone number is 703- 
308-1310. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri, 8:30-6:00, every other 
fri. off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Friedman Carl can be reached on 703-308-0839. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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